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                  Objections to Alder Hey Housing and Retail Plans   

Plans for housing and retail development adjacent to Alder Hey Hospital, must be rejected says 

the West Derby Society (WDS). 

The proposals were not in the original planning application when Alder Hey NHS Trust was given 

permission to build on Springfield Park. 

Stephen Guy, WDS chairman, said: “If the Society, local residents and others had known about 

housing and retail plans they would have objected to the original submission. 

“It later emerged that the Trust and Liverpool City Council had secret plans for housing and retail 

but chose not to include them in the original planning application. 

“They knew there would be uproar if their real intentions became known. Instead, they promised a 

hospital in the park – that’s all. Everyone was happy with that. 

“This is a huge betrayal of public trust by the Trust and council. WDS and others have been calling 

for the housing and retail plans to be withdrawn, to no avail.” 

      

The Manchester-based Step Places application is now 

going through the planning process. Plans (left) include 102 

apartments, 40 houses and blocks of commercial and retail 

premises on the overcrowded site 

                                      

 

                                             

                                        Wash House Pioneer 

Kitty Wilkinson, who started Liverpool’s innovative wash houses, was born in Londonderry, writes 

Alastair Caird.  
Never physically strong, she was always willing to help the sick and afflicted. When Kitty was a 

child her widowed mother sailed for Liverpool but the ship was wrecked and the crew and 

passengers took to the lifeboats.  

Kitty’s baby sister was swept out of her mother’s arms by a great wave and drowned. Her mother 

was so shocked that she lost both her sight and reason. 



At the age of 11 Kitty was sent to work in a cotton factory at Caton near Lancaster where she 

spent seven happy years. She would not have returned to Liverpool if it had not been for her 

mother’s failing health. 

Kitty needed to earn enough money to keep them both: she worked in a nail factory, paid just 3d 

(1¼p) for making 1,200 nails.   

Handling hot nails burned and inflamed Kitty’s fingers so she could no longer continue. 

Kitty then ran a school for five years, in a room rented for £5 a year.  

She charged her scholars 3d a week and taught them reading and writing - 93 children in one 

room. 

As Kitty taught, her mother sat in a corner of the room making lace - at night Kitty went out and 

sold caps made by her mother. 

Her mother’s affliction grew worse. She set fire to their food store, wood, coal, even bedding and 

clothes. Kitty had to give up her school as, on hearing the goings on, many parents removed their 

children. 

Kitty then worked for a Mrs Braik, wife of a dyer in Pitt St. She was kind to Kitty, often visiting 

distressed people mentioned by Kitty.  

Mrs Braik died but left Kitty a mangle which provided Kitty with a 

humble livelihood. 

Kitty’s home in Denison St became an open house for all in trouble. 

“No one was any poorer for what they gave to a neighbour” was one 

of Kitty’s sayings.  

At one time gallant Kitty maintained a family of 14 people – five men, 

two women, five  girls and two boys - on a weekly budget of £2 4s 6d 

(£2.22½) and 10s 6d (52½p) for rent and water.  

Meals were ample with more food being allocated to those who 

worked. Each night a programme was arranged: one night for 

games, followed by music then reading aloud, with Saturday evening a free night to do as you 

pleased.  

It is for her work during the dreadful cholera outbreak of 1832 that Kitty is chiefly remembered. 

Day and night, she visited houses of the sick and dying, keeping doctors informed while carrying 

sheets and blankets from her own small store, ever willing to help where most needed.  

Every morning she made enough porridge to feed 60 people. 

Kitty even gave up her own bedroom so that 20 

children with sick parents could be washed.  

She opened her tiny kitchen containing a boiler so 

that people could wash their infected clothes. 

This was when she conceived the idea of a public 

wash house. Her goodness of heart won her many 

friends, among them Mr and Mrs William Rathbone 

of the well-known Liverpool banking family.  

The Rathbones were keen helpers of the poor but 

Kitty’s truest friend was her husband who also had 

little money. He had a simple reply to those who remonstrated with him for helping other people’s 

children: “What would have become of me if no one had been kind to me?”. 

The story of how they came to marry was that one day he heard a sweet Lancashire ditty being 

sung from a dismal street. He recognised the voice of the girl he had loved many years before 

whilst working in Caton – it was Kitty.  



Fourteen years after the cholera outbreak a public baths and wash house was opened in Frederick 

St - Kitty and her husband were put in charge.  

 

 

Later they were presented with a silver tea service bearing the 

inscription: “The Queen, the Queen Dowager, the Ladies of 

Liverpool, to Catherine Wilkinson 1846”.  

Her husband died soon after and Kitty, assisted by her son, 

carried on for four more years.  

On giving up her work, she made and hemmed towels used in the 

baths for a weekly wage of 12s (60p). 

She died aged 73 and was buried in St James’s Cemetery, her 

gravestone inscribed: “All poor helpers of the poor”. 

Kitty is also remembered on a window inside Liverpool 

Cathedral’s Lady Chapel. 

She eventually left 11 public wash houses in Liverpool (above) - 

one in Gilbert St was named after Kitty. 

                                                           

 

                                                       ֎֎֎  

During the Second World War the King ordered that the Crown Jewels be hidden away to stop 

them falling to the enemy. They were placed in a secret vault under a floor in Windsor Castle, the 

location only known to a handful of trusted people. Some of the main jewels were removed from 

the collection, wrapped in cloth and placed in a biscuit tin for even safer keeping - a typical British 

double bluff. 

There is a plaque on the Barclays Bank building, alongside Liverpool Town Hall, commemorating 

the fact that also during the war much of the British gold reserve were secretly hidden in the bank 

vaults under the building. 

                                                         ֎֎֎ 

On 10 March 1876, in Boston USA, Alexander Graham Bell made the very first telephone call. He 

said “Mr Watson, come here I want to see you” to his assistant who was in the next room.  

Four years later Bell stated to worldwide incredulity “one day there will be a telephone in every 

major city in the USA”.  

The first international call was made on 1 April 1891. Special booths were installed around London 

for people who wished to make a call to Paris. However, the infrastructure only allowed two people 

to make simultaneous calls across the Channel.  

In 1892 Bell inaugurated the New York to Chicago line. 

In 1936, costing 2d from a public phone box and a mere 1d from a 

home phone, the Speaking Clock (Tim) could be called, boasting 

that it was accurate to a tenth of a second. 

In 1937, the emergency number 999 came into service. 

In 1976, 64 years after the first automatic exchange opened, the last 

part of the  

UK where callers had to use an operator - Portree on Skye - 

connected its last call. 

In 1983 the first mobile phone – the Motorola DynaTAC800DX - was 

launched. Costing  £2,300, you could talk for nearly 30 minutes 

before the battery ran out: it took 10 hours to recharge.  



                                    WDS and Covid 19  

This is where we would normally have the report of the 2021 Annual General Meeting (AGM). 

It did not take place as scheduled in January because of the government restrictions. 

Stephen Guy, WDS chairman, said: “We had our last meeting in February 2020 before lockdown 

came the following month. 

“Since then, Society activities have been on hold apart from the Newsletter, e-mails and activities 

such as lobbying on planning issues etc. 

“We work with Civic Voice and Merseyside Civic Society keeping in touch with the wider local 

history and environment movements.  

“A full schedule of speakers has been lined up for 2021, mostly from last year. We are simply 

postponing the speakers 12 months until we are back to normal. 

“It is unlikely that we will be able to meet again until at least September. Sadly, the 2021 trips can’t 

take place because money is collected at April and May meetings. 

“In any case, we are not sure coach outings will be permitted in June and July. 

“Membership of the Society currently stands at about 70. Thank you for your continuing support in 

these difficult times.” 

WDS treasurer has prepared the following report, normally read out at the AGM. 

 

                        WEST DERBY SOCIETY FINANCES  

                                             2020 

                (A very different kind of financial year due to pandemic.) 

 

INCOMING                                      £ 

Subscriptions                               690.00 

 

Misc                                               11.10 

Donations                                       25.00 

 

TOTAL                                         726.10    

 

OUTGOING                                     £ 

Hire of Hall                               110.00 

Speakers                                     55.00 

Print/Post/Stationery                 172.76                       

Donations                                    22.00 

Misc                                            10.00 

 

TOTAL                                      369.76 

 

WDS has had a year like no other and something we wish never to repeat. We started out OK in 

January and February with our meetings and then in March we had to cancel due to the Covid 19 

pandemic.  

WDS continued to pay for the hire of the hall at Lowlands until May even though we were not 

attending. 

The committee wanted to fund Lowlands as this would help their financial status for such a 

beautiful building. WDS was hoping to go back sometimes during that year but as we now know it 

wasn’t to be. 



WDS has sadly missed our trips we so love to attend during the summer months, as well as our 

meetings for very interesting talks and topics from speakers. 

Not forgetting, of course, our very own Christmas cheer. This includes having fun with our quiz 

night which Stephen Guy very kindly puts together for all of us who can attend, followed by mince 

pies, sherry and lots of chatter. 

We can only hope this is soon put behind us and we can continue a long-awaited return to our 

beloved Lowlands. Back to meeting our members who have become such good friends over the 

years.  

I would also like to say a very big Thank You to our members who still volunteered to save the 

Society some funds by posting by hand during these uncertain times.  

I therefore wish everyone on behalf of  WDS committee a very safe and much better  

2021 and hope to see everyone in the not-too-distant future attending our WDS meetings. 

 

The balance for our Community Account year ending 2020 is:                        £1,067.08       

The balance for our Santander account is: 

                                                 £4,669.06 

Giving WDS a grand total of   £5,736.14 

 

Thank you. 

Steph Grogan 

Hon Treasurer 

 

                                  Courthouse Yard Woes 

WDS has called for the removal of an unauthorised restaurant extension blocking light and air 

from the Grade II*-listed Tudor manor court. 

The Society carries out regular checks of the interior and exterior of the Courthouse during 

lockdown and reports any issues to the city council. 

A rat infestation was discovered, with about 10 holes dotted around the Courthouse yard at the 

rear of the building. 

Several burrows (left, circled) were next to the 

restaurant extension which appears to have no 

foundations. 

The council’s vermin control unit was called in 

along with other officials. 

Now the restaurant is seeking retrospective 

planning permission for the extension. 

WDS has lodged objections, calling for the 

space between the buildings to be restored 

Stephen Guy, WDS chairman, said: “We didn’t 

have a rat problem before this ramshackle extension was thrown up. 

“It is causing loss of amenity because people can’t see the rear of the Courthouse, Liverpool’s 

oldest non-ecclesiastical public building and unique in Britain. 

“The extension also neither improves or enhances the West Derby Village conservation area.” 

        

                                         Jack Cooper Archive  

Former WDS chairman Jack Cooper left an extensive local history archive, now in the care of the 

Society. 



Among the books, videos and other items were two wooden boxes of 35 mm colour slides dating 

from the 1960s up to about 20 years ago. They have now been digitalised. 

Jack is best known for writing A History of West Derby (1982) and The People of West Derby 

(1987) with David Power. (Second-hand copies are available from WDS.) 

Jack, who died in 2012, wrote other local history books, made numerous broadcasts and acted as 

a tour guide. 

A group of trainee guides are pictured on the steps of 

Liverpool Cathedral. 

Many of the slides were used for talks he gave over the 

years. 

However, among the best are pictures taken when he was 

a primary school headmaster. The pictures were taken in 

the Isle of Man on school trips. 

         

          

                                                     Chairman’s Comments  

Social media is a great way to make contact with friends, colleagues and acquaintances you lost 

touch with years ago – especially during lockdown. 

On the recommendation of a former schoolmate, I recently joined a Facebook group called Evered 

High School Alumni. 

I attended the Fazakerley co-ed 1959 – 66 and am still in touch with some staff and pupils, 

although the school closed c 1975. 

In 1965 we made a 16mm silent colour film called The Great Jam Butty Rush, winning a national 

award. We were presented with our trophy at the National Film Theatre and Ken Dodd visited the 

school.  

I appeared in the film wearing a Mexican poncho (a souvenir brought back by my Royal Navy 

writer brother) and illustrated the captions. Prompted by posts on Alumni – including a clip of the 

film being made – I retrieved the surviving captions (example below) from my cockloft. 

The film is now sadly lost. I recently checked with the British Film Institute, organiser of the school 

awards with the teacher’s union, but they have no record of it. Such is fame … 

                                                                                                  Stephen Guy 

                            


