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                           Alder Hey Housing Plan Protests    

The West Derby Society is leading objections to controversial plans by the Alder Hey 

NHS Trust to develop part of the hospital site with housing and commercial 

development.  
The Trust’s original plan of the new Springfield Park shows large areas of green 

space where housing and other developments are now planned. 

The map (left) was published when 

the new park plans were unveiled in 

2011.  

Stephen Guy, West Derby Society 

chairman, said: “We were promised 

rolling parkland, a tree-lined 

boulevard and landscaped gardens. 

“Now much of the new park has been 

pillaged by a land grab for up to 424 

dwellings – not to mention 

commercial development. 

“Comparing the original map with the 

artist’s impression underlines the 

Trust’s appalling betrayal of public 

trust. 

“The West Derby Society and many 

others would have objected to the original proposals if it had known of any plans to 

cash in by developing green space with housing etc.” 

The original map shows parkland surrounding the new hospital on three sides. A 

tree-lined boulevard takes pedestrians from a new park entrance on Eaton Road.  

White areas show parts of the site not included in the park – original hospital 

buildings along Alder Road and where the former main building faces Eaton Road. 



The new artist’s impression 

(above) shows these non-park 

areas have doubled in size.  

“Three or four-storey buildings 

are now planned where we were 

told there would be a walkway 

and green space. 

“Also the whole length of Alder 

Road hospital site is to be 

developed with many more buildings” 

“We call on the Trust to withdraw this outline planning application for up to 424 

homes and other development. 

“If they go ahead, the Society believes the original planning approval for the new 

hospital would be null and void because full plans were not disclosed at the time. 

“The Trust has been unfair and the public have suffered an injustice.”  

Adjacent properties including the police station, vet’s and Garden Cottages may also 

be under threat. 

                                                                 

                                        Boxing Clever 

The first Liverpool Stadium was on Pudsey St off London Rd and was revered as 

one of the great boxing arenas of the early 20th century, writes Alastair Caird.  

This was the venue in which Merseyside boxing enjoyed a tremendous revival after 

several lean decades and where some of the city’s most illustrious home-grown 

fighters gained their reputations. 

The building was originally designed as stables for Liverpool United Tramways 

Omnibus Company. It was taken over by the city council in 1897 and was, for a short 

while, used as a roller skating rink.  

In 1911 it was converted into a 4,000 seat boxing arena under the control of a 

promoter, Major Arnold Wilson. At that time there were only two purpose-built boxing 

venues in Britain: in London, the National Sporting Club, and in Newcastle’s St 

James Hall. 

The new stadium was built in three months in Bixteth St on the site of the former 

graveyard of St Paul’s Church. 

The £15,000 Liverpool Stadium, successor to Pudsey St, was the most advanced 

boxing arena in Britain. 

In the programme for the opening night architect Kenmure Kinna offered this 

description: The new Stadium, unique in conception and design is an example of the  

modern style of building, steel framed and clothed with brickwork of a pleasing grey 

colour, with a large central feature faced in terra cotta. The roof is supported on steel 

trusses and is the largest span of its kind in Liverpool, being 120 feet between 

supports.  

Of special note, added Kinna, was the 35,000 candle power lighting rig above the 

ring. Its glare was shielded from spectators by a suspended board showing the 



number of the round being fought. Also innovative was the actual ring- instead of the 

usual buckets, sinks were plumbed in under each corner. The ring was designed to 

be easily dismantled so that other events could take place.  

In the 1950s these included circuses, 

religious meetings, political rallies 

addressed by Winston Churchill and 

Clement Attlee, plus informal 

classical concerts aimed at workers 

deemed unlikely to attend the 

Philharmonic. 

During the war boxing shows were 

staged there to maintain morale. In 

1944 there was a guest appearance 

by the US Army’s ambassador, world 

heavyweight champion Joe Louis who, as a publicity stunt during his visit, signed for 

Liverpool FC. 

After Johnny Best’s death in 1956 his son, also John, took over as managing 

director. He was followed by John Moores, the Littlewood’s chairman. 

Later the Stadium staged wrestling bouts with some of the famous names of the day, 

including Adrian Street and Jackie Pallo.  

It also became a rallying centre for workers from the docks and Ford’s Halewood 

plant during the protracted union battles of the 1970s.  

In addition it was a popular music venue hosting concerts by Gene Vincent, David 

Bowie, Lou Reed and many others 

As British wrestling’s popularity waned and the building began to look forlorn after 50 

years of extremely heavy usage, the final boxing match was staged at The Stadium 

in 1985. Following this the building closed for good and was demolished two years 

later. 

Fountain 

On the corner of Chapel St and The Strand, set into the wall of St Nicholas’s Church, 

stands a fountain memorial to William Simpson, a respected 19th century local 

philanthropist.  

This fountain stands adjacent to the site of the earliest Liverpool church, built on a 

rock at the end of the foreshore  This small chapel of ease was constructed before 

1206 by members of the Benedictine (or black) order of monks, so called because of 

the dark colour of their habits. 

The chapel met the spiritual needs of the local people, members of the castle 

garrison and crews of merchant ships which visiting the port for the next hundred 

years. It also gave ferry passengers a place to give thanks for their safe crossing. 

The little chapel was dedicated to St Mary del Quay, sometimes referred to as St 

Mary of the Quayside.  

Thatched  

It was probably originally a thatched building, built of stone with infillings of lime and 

clay. Approximately 30 ft long, its simple and pulpit-less interior would have been 



whitewashed with windows splayed to let in the maximum amount of light. At night it 

was lit by candles. 

John, the son of Adam (surnames had yet to be invented), the first recorded town 

mayor, was laid to rest here. Chapel St was named after it as well as a special strong 

ale brewed by the monks called Ladye or Mary Ale.  

Sometime between 1355 and 1361 another larger Chapel of Ease, with a chancel, 

nave and western tower, was built virtually alongside St Mary del Quay, which it 

eventually replaced. 

It was dedicated to Our Lady & St 

Nicholas, the original Father 

Christmas. Eventually this “new” 

chapel was elevated to the status of a 

church when Liverpool became a 

separate parish in 1699. 

Around the time of the Reformation 

the old chapel was bought by the 

Corporation of Liverpool for 20 

shillings. It was put to various uses: 

the town warehouse, grammar school, Civil War military prison, office, house, a boat 

house eventually a tavern. 

In 1722 a battery of 14 guns was installed on the old churchyard to deter possible 

attack from French privateers. The old chapel was demolished in 1814. 

Early in the 18th century a group of dissenting Nonconformists from elsewhere in the  

town began meeting in rooms in Lord St owned by one of their members. As time 

went by the rooms became too small so the congregation built a small chapel facing 

Court Hey (now Harrington St). Services were held there until 1707 when the 

congregation moved to a larger chapel in Key St, off Tithebarn St.                                                           

Eventually the Church of England took over the Harrington St premises, dedicating 

the church, opened in 1776, to St Mary.  

Demolished  

This church was demolished in 1809. In 1791 the congregation of the Key St Chapel 

moved again. Even larger premises were required.  

These were built on the corner of Paradise St and School Lane. The Key St Chapel 

was sold to the Church of England, who opened it the following year as St Matthew’s 

Church.  

When the Liverpool & Bury Railway Co wished to enlarge Exchange Station in 1849, 

they bought the church and demolished it.  

Since then it has disappeared into the wholesale commercial development that has 

swallowed up the area. 

Not far away from Harrington St is the site of Liverpool Castle.  

This had been pulled down about 1722 and the area was cleared for a market place. 

It was called Derby Square, a name it still retains.  



The Corporation decided to build a new 

church there, designed by Thomas Steers, 

the innovator of the world’s first 

commercial dock system. It was dedicated 

to St George and consecrated in 1734. 

St George’s was an elegant building, 

described at the time as the “handsomest 

church in town”. It soon became the civic 

church attended by the mayor (who had 

his own chapel), aldermen and councillors. 

The body of this beautiful church was built 

of stone with iconic pilasters, decorated 

with cornices and balustrades. Each 

exterior wall was covered with five very tall 

plain glass windows. Similar bay windows 

covered one end while the other had an 

entrance door. A notable feature was the 

tall elegant spire.  

A fruit and vegetable market surrounded the church. On each side was a row of 

arches where traders could shelter during wet weather. Two octagonal outhouses 

were also constructed, one at each end of the church for the market clerk and night 

watchman. 

Early in the 19th century it was discovered that the steeple had been built over rubble 

which filled the castle moat.  

This caused the church to crack and settle. Between 1808 and 1825 St George’s 

was repaired and extensively rebuilt in parts. Over the years the congregation began 

to decline. It was closed in 1897 and demolished two years later. The Queen Victoria 

Monument now occupies the site. 

                                             Vulcan Follow-up  

I would like to add a little more to the Vulcan Motors story featured in the Autumn 

Newsletter.  

The Douglas Horse Tramway in the Isle of Man has been in the news over the past 

year as it faces an uncertain future. However, it should be safe for the next two 

years. 

As late as 1935, Douglas Corporation placed three new horse trams in service. 

These cars, numbered 48 to 50, were built by Vulcan Motors. 

In 1979 they were reported to have been sold to the Manx Electric Railway Board for 

use as waiting rooms but it’s uncertain they were put to this use. 

In 1930 -1, Liverpool Corporation Tramways put one single deck and nine double-

decker Vulcan buses in service. They had all been withdrawn by 1938. David 

Webster 

                                               



                                               2017 Speakers   

The chairman’s January talk this year is called When Knights Were Bold, based on 

postcards gathered while visiting historic sites 1962 – 74. 

John Wilson joins us in February to tell us about the renowned Mersey Mission to 

Seafarers. 

In March Dr Tom Preston focuses on the architecture of Anfield and Goodison’s 

iconic football grounds. 

We look back at Concorde with Gordon Bartley in April then in May Frank Milner tells 

us about the Japanese prints in his new Lady Lever Art Gallery exhibition.  

After our summer break, Sarah Horne focuses on the NW Air Ambulance in 

September. 

The following month Pauline Hurst looks at the St Helen’s pill makers Beecham’s.  

In November Gary Conley shares his Lancashire coalfield mining memories. 

                                      Tuebrook House  

Your chairman was given a tour of Grade II-listed Tuebrook House shortly before 

Christmas.  

The atmospheric building, dating from 1615, stands in West Derby Road opposite 

the High School. 

This is a less-known view of the rear of 

the house. 

Restored in 1932 when it was acquired 

by Liverpool Corporation, Tuebrook 

House is now in private ownership. It 

has long been associated with St 

Ambrose Barlow. 

           

 

                                                       

                                   Chairman’s Comments    

It started in a small way on an Isle of Wight holiday with Evered High School in 1962.  

We visited Carisbrooke Castle where Charles I was imprisoned for a time.  

I was looking forward to seeing the donkey in the treadmill but was disappointed to 

hear it was his day off. 

I had brought my Kodak 127 to capture the scene.  

However, the nice lady in the ticket office showed me some colourful postcards. 

 

 



I was delighted to see the donkey featured 

on this one, happily working the treadmill 

to bring up water from the deep well.  

I also bought one featuring the impressive 

castle entrance. 

From then on, during visits I often bought 

postcards illustrating historic buildings. 

Quite a collection has grown over 50 

years. They are stored in two King Edward 

cigar boxes. Cards from 1962 – 74 are 

featured in my talk When Knights Were Bold.  

There are a number of favourites 

including  

this one of a Scottish house called The 

Binns from 1963. 

We arrived with a coach party to be 

greeted by Mrs Dalyell, whose son Tam 

– the laird of Linlithgow – was a 

colourful MP. 

Mrs Dalyell was an extraordinary 

outgoing personality who welcomed us 

to her home which was definitely built for comfort. 

I remember a big box of freshly-picked blackcurrants plonked down on an antique 

chair.  

A visit to Blenheim Palace in 1967 

included the bedroom which 

witnessed the birth of Winston 

Churchill. The great man had died two 

years previously and I visited his 

grave in a nearby churchyard. 

I am an avid collector of ephemera, 

keeping virtually every postcard I have 

received since childhood. I get very 

few now. 

There may well be a resurgence in sending postcards. Who would have thought vinyl 

records would make a comeback? Like records, the physical presence of a postcard 

– or anything for that matter – can be very alluring. To me, old books are the same. 

Who held them? Who read them? 

The past 20 years has seen the dawn of the digital age which has transformed 

photography. I remember a newspaper photographer praising the new cameras for 

their technical performance and ease of use compared with film.  

However, digital images have a nasty habit of corrupting after a time .My postcards 

are almost as good as the day they were printed.   Stephen Guy 


